HINDUS IN AFGHANISTAN
To the Editor, Young India,
Sir,
If an insignificant Indian, who does not believe in the
attainment of Swaraj by non-co-operation and who thinks
that the Khilafat agitation is strengthening the hands of
those who, in their heart of hearts, are preparing for the
restoration of Muslim rule, far more despotic and iniqui-
tous than the present "Satanic" Government, if such an
Indian, who loves his country in his own way, deserves
any attention, then may I make the following enquiry?
I read in Bellow's Journal of a Political Missio?i to
Afghanistan that the Hindkis, i.e., Hindus of Afghanistan were
subject to many indignities and, iniquitous disabilities;
for example, they had to pay the "jaziya", they must wear
a distinctive dress, they must not ride a horse upon a saddle,
etc. These things were, of course, sanctioned by the Muslim
Government of Afghanistan. I am not aware of any change
for the better since. You have many friends, Khilafatwalas,
who have openly declared in favour of an Afghan invasion
of India; will you inform the Hindus, if the legal disabilities
of the Hindus of Afghanistan have been removed? If not,
should you not plead for their removal as strongly as you are
doing in the case of the so-called "slave-like" treatment
of Indians by the "Satanic" Government? The race to
which this "Satanic" Government belongs never treated
Indians so unfairly as the Muslim rulers of Afghanistan
did the Hindus.
I believe that you are doing greater good, by your
strong attitude regarding untouchability than by your
support of the Khilafat. If you can remove untouchability
and the provincial differences among Hindus, you will be-
come one of the greatest benefactors of humanity. The
Muslims are strong enough to take care of themselves,
Ratanganj,	I amj etc<>
24-10-1921	R. a Banerjee
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